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arranged in an exhibit called A Day in the Warsaw Ghetto. In an article about the exhibit, 

Newsweek reported that “at his birthday dinner that evening, Jost found he had no 

appetite. In his letters home during the rest of the war, he made no mention of what he’d 

seen.” How do you account for his response? How is it similar to the way many Germans 

responded to Kristallnacht?  

 

To create the B.B.C. video, The Warsaw Ghetto, the producers used Nazi newsreels 

and “documentaries.” The result is a powerful film that offers vivid proof of what 

happens when one group considers another “subhuman.” Historian Lucy Dawidowicz, 

however, expressed concern at this use of images shot as propaganda. Do you agree? 

 

Nowadays we live in an era of photomania, where photographs are regarded as 

the magic key to unlock the doors of the past, which only the more effortful study of 

history had previously been able to open. Nowadays people regard pictures as the 

essence of truth, forgetting that, like written documents, pictures too can lie, can 

distort the truth. Even more effectively than written documents, the camera falsifies 

objective reality because it creates its own illusion of reality. 

Too often pictures have been made to serve the uses of propaganda. Selective 

photography, posed or staged subject matter, technical tricks of the trade which bring 

into existence nonexistent subjects – these are the standard ways the camera is made 

to lie. Too often the camera serves ends that contribute neither to the truth of art nor 

to the truth of history.
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READING 18 

 

A Return to Tradition? 
 

Many Jews in Europe saw Nazi rules and regulations as a “return to 

the Middle Ages.” During the Middle Ages, the Church enacted a 

series of laws that isolated Jews from their Christian neighbors. 

(Chapter 1, Reading 14). In A Boy of Old Prague, Sulamith Ish-

Kishor describes the effects of those laws on a young Christian in 

1556. Tomas grew up accepting all that he had heard about the 

people of the ghetto until the day his master sent the frightened boy to work for a Jew.  

 

I held back heavy as a dummy, while Paul and Girard pushed and dragged me to 

the gate. They whistled three times, and the watchman came slowly out of his cottage 

beside the [Ghetto] wall. He was a Christian, and I thought he looked at me with a 

mocking wink. As we passed through those terrible gates into the abode of the 

accursed, I  

In categorizing 
Jews as outsiders, 
Hitler was giving 
new life to those 
old prejudices.  
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remembered all the dreadful tales of witchcraft and black magic I had heard told of 

the Jews. One night came back to me, when we boys sat together over the kitchen 

fire, eating nuts and apples and telling terrible stories about the Jews: a Jew had cut 

himself up in pieces, and put himself into a flask, and had become immortal; another 

had made himself invisible with the herb Andromeda when the Devil came for his 

soul; another had turned the sun red with the stone called heliotrope, and another had 

cut off his shadow and given it to his master the Devil in a cave; another had brought 

on a terrible storm by means of a copper basin. I thought I saw the Archdemon 

himself grinning over the walls; I made one prayer to the Virgin Mary, and fainted...  

The tall, gloomy houses were solid black and terrifying in the night; their gabled 

tops seemed to waver and mock at me, and here and there a lighted window stared 

like the eye of a devil. I wondered weakly how anyone could have the cruelty to do 

what my lord was doing to a Christian soul.  

At last we came through the muddy streets, as crooked and close as an eagle’s 

claws, to a high, narrow house, bolted and dark. A black cat gliding between my legs 

nearly upset my balance again, so weak was I with terror...  

“Here’s the boy my lord has promised you,” scowled Girard. “Mind you don’t cut 

his heart out and bake it for Satan’s supper...”  

The old Jew pushed open a door into a large, warm room. There was an Eastern 

carpet on the floor, and several couches around the walls. A fire roared in the grate. 

The Jew left me alone for a while, and I crept nearer the fire, and looked around the 

room. 

There was a low table, from which the chairs had been hastily pushed back; on it 

was a board painted with red and black squares, with funny little wooden figures 

tumbling out of a box beside it. These, I thought, must be puppets which the Jews had 

made, in order to prick them and cause the death of the Christians whom they 

represented. On the floor, face upward, lay a painted rag doll.  

I looked up, and nearly fell backward into the fire. The Jew was approaching me 

with a large knife in his hand! Now I knew why I had been bought! It would soon be 

the Passover festival, when the Jews kill Christians in order to drink their blood! My 

scalp pricked, my blood felt thick and dry, my heart beat loud and fast, and I saw 

nothing for a moment.  

The Jew stood before me, waiting.  

“You want to sleep all tied up like an animal?” he exclaimed sourly. Getting 

behind me he began sawing away at the rope that bound my hands together. The 

small of my back contracted painfully, in expectation of the sharp, penetrating dig of 

the knife. I stood stiff, saying more prayers in that moment than ever before in my 

life. But nothing happened to me; the rope fell from my hands, and he  
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motioned me to the table on which he had placed a large piece of black bread and 

several slices of meat. So I saw that I was not to be slaughtered at present.  

 

In time, Tomas learned that Jews were not demons but people much like himself. If 

he had not been sent to work among them, however, he would have never known. In 

categorizing Jews as outsiders, Hitler was giving new life to those old prejudices. 

Historian Raul Hilberg revealed the connection between past and present when he 

compared Nazi laws with those enacted during the Middle Ages.  

 

 
 

CHURCH LAW 

1. Prohibition of intermarriage and sexual intercourse between 
Christians and Jews - Synod of Elvira, A.D. 306 

2. Jews and Christians not permitted to eat together - Synod of 
Elvira, 306 

3. Jews not allowed to hold public office - Synod of Clermont, 
535  

4. Jews not allowed to employ Christian servants or possess 
Christian slaves - 3rd Synod of Orleans, 538 

5. Jews not permitted in the streets during Passion Week - 3rd 
Synod of Orleans, 538 

6. Burning of the Talmud and other books - 12th Synod of 
Toledo, 691 

7. Christians not permitted to patronize Jewish doctors - 
Trulanic Synod, 692 

8. Christians not permitted to live in Jewish homes - Synod of 
Narbonne, 1050 

9. Jews obliged to pay taxes for support of the Church to the 
same extent as Christians - Synod of Gerona, 1078 

10. Jews not permitted to be plaintiffs or witnesses against 
Christians in the Court - 3rd Lateran Council, I I79 

11. The marking of Jewish clothes with a badge - 4th Lateran 
Council, 1215 

12. Construction of new synagogues prohibited\ - Council of 
Oxford, 1222 

13. Christians not permitted to attend Jewish ceremonies - 
Synod of Vienna, 1267 

14. Compulsory ghetto - Synod of Breslau, 1267 
15. Christians not permitted to sell or rent real estate to Jews, 

Synod of Ofen, 1279 
16. Adoption by a Christian of the Jewish religion or return by a 

baptized Jew to the Jewish religion defined as a heresy - 
Synod of Mainz, 131O 

17. Jews not permitted to obtain academic degrees - Council of 
Basel, 1434. 

 

  

NAZI LAW 

1. Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor - Sept. 15, 
1935 

2. Jews barred from dining cars - Dec. 30, 1939 
 
3. Law for the Re-establishment of the Professional Civil Service - 

April 7, 1933 
4. Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor - Sept. 15, 

1935 
5. Decree authorizing local authorities to bar Jews from streets on 

certain days - Dec. 3, 1938 
6. Book burnings in Germany - 1933 
 
7. Decree of July 25, 1938 
 
8. Directive by Goring providing for concentration of Jews in houses 

- December 28, 1938 
9. Jews must pay special income tax in lieu of donations to the Party 

imposed on Nazis - Dec. 24, 1940 
10. Jews not permitted to institute civil suits – Sept. 9, 1942 
 
11. Decree of Sept. 1, 1941 
 
12. Destruction of synagogues in entire Reich - Nov. 10, 1938 
 
13. Friendly relations with Jews prohibited - Oct. 24, 1941 
 
14. Order by Heydrich - Sept. 21, 1939 
15. Decree providing for compulsory sale of Jewish real estate - 

Dec. 3, 1938 
16. Adoption of Jewish religion by a Christian places him or her in 

jeopardy of being treated as a Jew - 6/26/42 
 
17. Laws against Overcrowding of German Schools and Universities 

– April 25, 1933 33 
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CONNECTIONS 

 

Like most people of his day, Tomas could not read or write. Where then did he learn to 

hate? How did he learn whom to fear? Whom to hate?  

 

At one point in the story, Tomas fears that the Jew is planning to kill him and then drink 

his blood. That notion resulted from stories that linked Jews with the demons who were 

widely believed to murder Christian children for religious purposes. Tomas’s terror 

shows the power of these stories. How do such stories incite hatred and violence? What 

do they suggest about the way fear blurs one’s vision? The way stereotypes distort the 

truth?  

 

How do dictionaries define the word myth? What is the connection between myth and 

misinformation? To what extent were Tomas’s views of Jews based on myths? How does 

isolation foster myths? How did the fact that those myths were rooted in tradition affect 

their power? Are people more likely to obey a new idea or an old one?  

 

Write a working definition for the word ghetto. Compare the ghettoes of the sixteenth 

century with those the Nazis built in the twentieth century. In what respects are they 

similar? What differences seem most striking?  

 

How did the Nazis give life to old prejudices? Do leaders today do the same thing?  

 

Lydia Gasman-Csato was fifteen when the Nazis took over Romania. She later described 

the humiliation of the new rules as being as “bad as dying. Humiliation. Lack of dignity... 

I consider human dignity to be as important as food and as breathing, and that is what I 

was deprived of.” Compare her response to Frederick Douglass’s view of slavery 

(Chapter 2, Reading 3). What similarities seem most striking?  

 

 

READING 19 

 

Conquests in the West 
 

In the spring of 1940, the Nazis turned their attention to the 

West. In April, they conquered Denmark and Norway. 

Early in May, they overran Belgium, the Netherlands, and 

Luxembourg. By June 22, France had fallen. Hitler now 

controlled all of Western Europe except Britain. While the 

British fought on alone, many conquered nations formed 

governments-in-exile in London. Each prepared for the day 

its people would be free again.  

Nazi victories led to a change in leadership in Britain. 

Winston Churchill became prime minister in May 1940. 

Upon taking office, he vowed to “wage war, by sea, land or air, with all our might and 

with all the  

In 1933 a French premier 
ought to have said... “The 
new Reich Chancellor is the 
man who wrote Mein 
Kampf, which says this and 
that. This man cannot be 
tolerated in our vicinity. 
Either he disappears or we 
march!” But they didn’t do it. 
They let us alone.  


